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Glossary of abbreviations for families of children and young people with a vision impairment 

This handy guide has been created for parents and carers, listing many of the abbreviations you may come across when dealing with health, social care and education professionals who may be involved with your child.

ACO’s - Accountable Care Organisation is an Integrated Care -  Organisations from Primary, Secondary and Community care. They are a group of doctors, hospitals, and other health care providers that work together on your care. They aim to achieve and improve patient care through better coordination of services provided
ACCO - Accountable Care Organisation Commanding Officer role is to coordinated care and ensure that patients get the right care at the right time, while avoiding unnecessary duplication of services and preventing medical errors
AR - Annual Review is a check on whether the statement or EHC Plan is still right for your child. It must take place at least every 12 months but for children under five, the LA may review it at least every six months.
BWBF - British Wireless for the Blind Fund BWBF
CCG - Clinical Commissioning group CCG
CEAG - Careers, Education Advice and Guidance
CMV - Cytomegalovirius retinitis - An inflammation of the retina of the eye
COP - Code of Practice - COP A code of practice can be a document that complements occupational health and safety laws and regulations to provide detailed practical guidance on how to comply with legal obligations
CSP - Coordinated Support Plan - CSP An action plan used for some pupils who need significant additional support with their education
CVI - Certificate of Visual Impairment - CVI
CYP - Children & Young People
DfE - Department of Education - DfE
DLA - Disability Living Allowance -  DLA
DSA - Disabled Student Allowance -  DSA
EC - Eye Conditions
ECLO - Eye Clinic Liaison Officer - ECLO
EHCP - Education Health Care Plan - EHCP
ERB - Education Resource Based learning is an educational model designed to actively engage students with multiple resources in both print and non-print form
ESA - Employment Support Allowance - ESA
EYFS - Early Years Foundation Stage - EYFS
FE - Further Education
FOI - Freedom of Information - FOI
FTE - Full-time Equivalent
FVA - Functional Vision Assessment
HE - Higher Education
HI - Hearing Impairment
IASS - Independent Advice Support Service (formerly Parent Partnership) IASS The Information, Advice and Support Service (IASS) offers free, impartial information, advice and support in confidence for Children and young people with special educational needs or disabilities age 0 to 25
IAG - Information Advice and Guidance is an integral part of the learner journey from the very first contact, through the training and assessment process, past final certification and beyond into the learner's career.
ILD - Individual Learning Difficulty
IPSEA - Independent Provider of special Education Advice. IPSEA
ISP - Independent Specialist Advisor will consider products from all firms across the market and must give unbiased and unrestricted advice.
KS - Key Stages
LA - Local Authority
LCA - Local Council Authority
LHON - Leber hereditary optic neuropathy
LSA - Learning Support Assessment
LVA - Low Vison Assessment or Low Vision Aid
MDVI - Multiple Disability with Vision Impairment
MLD - Moderate Learning Difficulties
MQ - Mandatory Qualification means Capacity, knowledge, or skill that matches or suits an occasion, or makes someone eligible for a duty, office, position, privilege, or status.
MSI - Multi-sensory Impairment
NatSIP - National Sensory Impairment Partnership NatSIP
NCW - New College Worcester NCW
NEET - Not in Employment, Education or Training
NMH - None Medical Health
NVDA - Non-Visual desktop Access is an aid which enables a child or young adult to read information on their computer screen, this will assist your child throughout their education. It will read the text on the screen in a computerised voice, which allows you child to be more independent this works by moving the cursor to the relevant area of text with a mouse or the arrows on your keyboard
OCR - Optical Character Recognition is the mechanical or electronic conversion of images of typed, handwritten or printed text into machine-encoded text. This could be from a scanned document, for example the text in books or from subtitle text. This will assist your child/young adult throughout their education
PACSO - Parents and Carers Support Organisation (West Sussex) - PACSO
PIP - Personal Independence Payment - PIP
PMLD - Profound and Multiple Learning Difficulties
PROVI - Paediatric Rehabilitation Officer
QTMSI - Qualified Teacher of children and young people with Multi-Sensory Impairment
QTVI - Qualified Teacher of Children with Vision Impairment
RNC - Royal National College for The Blind - RNC
RNIB - Royal National Institute for the Blind - RNIB
RSBC - Royal Society for Blind Children - RSBC
ROVI - Rehabilitation Officer Visual Impairment. Job Guide of a ROVI
RP - Retinitis Pigmentosa Retina UK
SALT - Speech and Language Therapy
SEN - Special Educational Need - SEN
SENCO - Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator is the school teacher who is responsible for assessing, planning and monitoring the progress of children with special needs
SEND - Special Educational Needs and Disability - SEND
SENDIASS - Special Educational Needs and Disability, Information, Advice Support Services - SENDIASS
SENDIST - Special Educational Need and Disability Tribunal - SENDIST
SENDO - Special Educational Needs and Disability Officer
SFE - Student Finance England - SFE
SI - Sight Impaired.
SLD - Severe Learning Difficulties
SSI - Severely Sight Impaired
TA- Teaching Assistant, Team around the Child
TAF - Team around the Family
ToD - Teacher of the Deaf
VI - Vision Impairment
VIEW - Visual Impairment Education Workforce - VIEW is a registered charity, they help support the education, development and opportunities of children with vision impairment
VINCYP - Visual Impairment Network for Children and Young People - VINCYP
VIP - Visually Impaired Person
VRQoL - Vision Related Quality of Life
WESC - Specialist Centre for Visual Impairment - WESC
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