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General Information 

The Children & Families Act implemented in September 2014 introduced a new code of practice for the Special Educational Needs (SEN) support process which your vision impaired child may need when starting school. 

Contact your local authority's vision impairment service for information and advice about your local provision and the “Local Offer”. This is a listing of all support services available to children and parents seeking help with education. You should automatically be referred to this service by the eye clinic when your child is diagnosed with a vision impairment. It's never too early to begin exploring the educational opportunities for your child. The local offer should not just be a list of services. It should give a broad range of information about the support that the local authority expects to be available across education, health and social care. The information should be clear and easy to find. Find your local council here. 

Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCP) replace SEN statements. This process assesses the needs of the child in order to obtain funding from the local authority for educational support throughout the child’s time in school and college. 


Things to consider when deciding on a school
When you’re deciding whether a particular school is right for your child, it’s worth considering:
· Whether the school has experience of children with similar needs.
· How you as a parent, the SENCO, teaching and support staff will communicate about your child.




· How your child will be supported in class.
· To what extent you’ll be involved in their learning and development.
· Talking to parents of children with SEND who already attend the school.

Send education in primary school
Most children with special educational needs go to mainstream school and your child will get SEN support there. Children with SEN who either do not have or have not yet received an EHCP should have provision made for them in school through ‘SEN Support'.
SEN Support is based on a cycle of assess, plan, do, review. This ensures a good understanding of the child's needs and necessary support. As a result, each child's SEN Support will likely differ according to their individual needs.

Special educational needs support for children under five includes:

· Written progress check when a child is two years old.
· Health visitors carrying out a health check when your child is two or three years old.
· A written assessment in the summer term of a child’s first year of primary school.
· Making reasonable adjustments for disabled children, like providing aids and supportive equipment.

Applying to school resources 

Choosing and applying to a school for your child can be a daunting prospect. Gov.UK have provided some resources on the admissions process. 

Schools admissions
RNIB Support for choosing a school 
IPSEA choosing a school or college

Resource for appeal process
There maybe the option to appeal the decision of your local authority if the school you have chosen has not been granted.  Gov.UK have resources on how to appeal and the procedure. Find the links below: 

Appeal for schools
Appeals procedure
IPSEA tribunal support service
IPSEA tribunal helpline

Support available from professionals

QTVI - Qualified teacher of the Visually Impaired 
Your QTVI can guide you through the process of choosing and starting school, and the assessment process. Many visual impairment services offer support in the early years, sometimes from birth. 

TA - Teaching Assistants
Support teachers and help children with their educational and social development, both in and out of the classroom. The job will depend on the school and the age of the children. This role can include getting the classroom ready for lessons. 

SENCO - Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator
Is a teacher who coordinates the provision for children with special educational needs or disabilities in schools. A SENCO is involved in making sure that any recommendations or input from external specialists are completed in school 

Helpful links for parents
· Guide Dogs experts can help you find ways for your child to live actively, independently, and well with sight loss. Go to getting support and choosing a nursery or starting primary school. 
· IPSEA - Independent Provider of Special Education Advice operating in England. IPSEA offers free and independent legally based information, advice and support to help get the right education for children and young people with all kinds of special educational needs and disabilities (SEND). They provide training on the SEND legal framework to parents and carers, professionals and other organisations.
· nasen - National Association for Special Educational Needs is a charitable membership organisation that supports all education practitioners by providing relevant continuing professional development and learning (CPDL). nasen have created this resource for parents and carers about spending time with your child tips and information on time with your toddler.
· RNIB Education - an introduction to special needs provision and inclusion into educational settings for children who are blind or partially sighted. You can also go to RNIB Getting the right support. 
· Sight Advice. The Sight Advice FAQ answers questions about living with sight loss, eye health or being newly diagnosed with a sight condition. This includes those who are supporting people through living with a vision impairment, including parents, partners, carers, and friends.
· The Department for Education is responsible for children’s services and education, including early years, schools, higher and further education policy, apprenticeships, and wider skills in England.
· Habilitation VI UK– As a parents or carer sometimes it can be difficult to determine what is best for your child. Habilitation VIUK have information to help you support your child with a vision impairment in achieving their potential in mobility and independence skills.
· LOOK UK offer support for parents through their parent support groups as well as webinars for young people. 
· VICTA - If you are the parent of a child who is vision impaired, or a young adult aged 29 or under who is blind or partially sighted, VICTA offers support and activities. 
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